
Why study PL?

• Where did this come from?

• What else do we plan to do?

• How can you comment?
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SIGPLAN Education Board

Background:

– Outgrowth of May 2008 SIGPLAN PL Curriculum Workshop

– Formed April 2009

Goals/charge:

– Create “Why undergrads should study PL” document for 

non-PL people

– Create detailed “What/How” sample curricula

– Provide forum for the SIGPLAN community for curriculum 

enhancement and advocacy

– Raise visibility with curriculum-standards groups

– Identify other tasks to improve PL education
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Education-Board Members

Kim Bruce Chair

Pomona College 

Kathi Fisler

WPI

Steve Freund

Williams College

Dan Grossman ACM Education Council, SIGPLAN Exec

Univ. Washington

Matthew Hertz

Canisius College

Gary Leavens

Univ. of Central Florida

Andrew  Myers

Cornell

Larry Snyder ACM Education Board

Univ. Washington
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Status

• Public draft of “Why Document” for non-PL people

– Huge thanks to Steve Freund

– Feedback from 2008 workshop members

– Now soliciting feedback from SIGPLAN community

• Website / blog for discussion and feedback

– http://mt4.acm.org/educationboard/

– Read the why document; tell us what you think (6 short pages)

• ACM Education Council now invites SIG representatives

– Grossman to attend first meeting late June

• Limited progress on “What” documents

• Position papers at SIGCSE 2009 and OOPSLA 2009 Workshop 

on Concurrency in Curricula
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